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ALL THINGS NEW: HOPE FOR THE NEW YEAR

REVELATION 21:1-8 (ESV)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling placelcl of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, Pl and God himself will be with them as their God.[cl 4He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for
the former things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this down, for these words are frustworthy and frue.” ¢ And he said to me, “It is done! | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God
and he will be my son. 8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire
and sulfur, which is the second death.”

In the New Testament there are two different words for NEW

NEOS: Newness in terms of duration; just having recently appeared; young

KAINOS: Newness in terms of quality; brightness, beauty, vividness, strength

1. INTERNAL CHANGE CAN TRANSFORM EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES

And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and
was baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened. (Acts 9:18-19)

2. A CHANGED PERSON, BY GOD’S GRACE, OFTEN CHANGES THEIR OWN CIRCUMSTANCES

Rather, speaking the fruth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, info
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Ephesians
4:15-16)

3. THE CHANGE CHRIST MAKES EXTENDS BEYOND INDIVIDUALS

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
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4. A LIFE CHANGED BY CHRIST IS FULL OF HOPE BEYOND OUR CIRCUMSTANCES

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to
be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. (Romans 8:18-21)

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by
day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18
ESV)



