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Small Group Discussion Questions:
1. What sort of a man do you think Barabbas was?
2. Why did Pilate capitulate to the will of the scorners? Have you ever surrendered to
voices you knew were wrong? Why or why not?
3. In light of Christ’s love for you, have you forgiven yourself your faults and
failures…..have you really? Jesus has!
4. Have you ever had spiritually significant dreams like Pilate’s wife’s? Does God still give
Gentiles, Christians, and Jews his messages in dreams or prophetically deliver them
through the vehicle of the human mind and heart and mouth? (Answer: yes : )
5. How are you, or were you, like Barabbas?

6. Are you grateful Christ died in Barabbas’ place…. and in yours?

Matthew 21:1-11 (ESV)
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And
the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of
Galilee.”
Matthew 27:15-26 (ESV)
15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said
to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew
that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him
today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and

destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And
they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said,
“Let him be crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him
be crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”
25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them
Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Remember leaders: these are only suggested questions and ideas. Trust the Lord to
guide and direct you, because He loves you, in any way the Spirit leads!

