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THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM 
LUKE 17:20-37 (ESV)  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS “ALREADY” … 

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The 
kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or 
‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”. (Luke 17:20-21) 

The Kingdom defined: “The people of God, in the place of God, under the rule (blessing) of God” 

NOTES:_______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 
transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him even to subject all 
things to Himself. (Philippians 3:20) 

… AND “NOT YET” 

22 And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the 
Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out 
or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the 
Son of Man be in his day. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 

NOTES:_______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS: 

1. THE KINGDOM COMES UNEXPECTEDLY 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only” (Matthew 24:36) 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he 
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by 
fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward 
to the day of God and speed its coming. (2 Peter 3:8) 
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2. THE KINGDOM COMES UNIVERSALLY 

23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. 24 For as the 
lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. 

3. MANY WILL BE FOUND UNREADY 

TWO EXAMPLES: 

Noah – 26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were 
eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
and the flood came and destroyed them all. (See Genesis 6-9) 

Lot and his wife - 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and 
selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from 
heaven and destroyed them all— 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that 
day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, 
and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. (See Genesis 18-19) 

THREE RESPONSES: 

1. APATHY 

2. ANXIETY 

3. ANTICIPATION (RESULTING IN ACTION) 

42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if 
the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:42) 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

a. Prayer 

b. Presence 

c. Proclamation   
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